
www.TheSagerGroup.net       5580 La Jolla Blvd., Suite 133, La Jolla, CA. 92037
Genre: Nonfiction       Media contact: Wendy Claire       Phone number: 619-218-2109

Email: info@TheSagerGroup.Net       Visit WaltHarrington.com or Twitter: @Walt_Harrington



“Acts of  Creation is a marvelous book – it celebrates the life dedi cated to a purpose that is both 
practical and transcendent. Walt Harrington’s prose is the very embodiment of  master crafts
manship as he explores the deep convictions that motivate it. Put it on your shelf  alongside 
John McPhee, Tracy Kid der and Susan Orlean.”
                     — Philip Gerard, author, The Patron Saint of  Dreams, winner of  the Gold
                          Medal for Creative Nonfiction

“This collection of  profiles about great American craftsmen is it self  the handiwork of  a great 
American craftsman.” 
                     — David Grogan, past editor, This Old House Magazine

“Acts of  Creation is a lovely collection of  literary journalism, written by a master of  the form. 
Walt Harrington’s gracefully nuanced prose, full of  feeling and finely observed detail, won
derfully conveys the world of  craftsmen in all its artful integrity. In the grand tradition of  
Tracy Kidder, John McPhee and Jo seph Mitchell, Harrington offers us a fascinating and 
enduring homage to men at work.”
                     — Barry Siegel, Pulitzer Prize winner, director of  the Literary Journalism 
                          Program, University of  California, Irvine

“Acts of  Creation is an example of  what happens when a topnotch writer, laboring in solitude 
with purity of  purpose, puts the right words in the right order.” 
                     — Madeleine Blais, Pulitzer Prize winner, author, Uphill Walkers: Portrait
                              of a Family

“Simply feel, smell, hear and taste what Walt Harrington does with words in this book, and 
you’ll feel, smell, hear and taste what his fourteen geniuses do with wood, copper, stone and 
iron.”

                     — Gary Smith, fourtime National Magazine Award Winner, Sports Illustrated



For Acts of  Creation, awardwinning journalist Walt Harrington travels America searching for the 
magical nexus of  craft, talent, and mastery that gives birth to a functional work of  art—and leaves 
its maker with an abiding and nearly spiritual sense of  satisfaction and fulfillment. Yet the journey 
to understand how heart, head, and hand combine in the workshops of  the nation’s finest craftsmen 
ends up as a journey into the very nature of  creativity itself: a story that reveals the love and rigor, 
passion and sacrifice required to achieve excellence in whatever are our pursuits.

The builder of  monumental fireplaces in Maine. A cabinet maker in Maryland. A millwright in 
Virginia. A locksmith and a house framer in Ohio. A hardwood floor man in Indiana. A blacksmith in 
Illinois. A stone carver and a furniture maker in California. Not one of  the craftsmen profiled in Acts 
of  Creation believes he is working only to build a house, to renovate a watermill, to make a chair. Each 
imbues his work with grander purpose  Michael Seward wants the people who buy his furniture 
to experience an emotional connection to him; Chuck Crispin wants his clients’ lives to be evoked 
in his floor designs; Charles Keller wants the highly educated world to appreciate the unsung genius 
of  blacksmiths and all fine hand craftsmen. In beautifully wrought, concise and poetic prose, Walt 
Harrington breathes life and meaning into their work.

Acts of  Creation reclaims the profound place of  the craftsman’s rites and ways of  doing and thinking 
in a consumerist era that puts higher value on profit and branding than it does on dedicated 
excellence—or the personal exhilaration that comes with achieving it. In creating their fine and useful 
objects—and explaining to us how and why they do sothese makers of  beautiful things offer us not 
only lessons about craftsmanship, but also lessons about life.

Walt Harrington, a former staff writer for The Washington Post Magazine, is the author or editor of  eight 
books, including Crossings: A White Man’s Journey into Black America, which The New York Times declared 
a vital book on race in America. He is also the author of  The Everlasting Stream: A True Story of  Rabbits, 
Guns, Friendship, and Family, which became an Emmy Awardwinning documentary film broadcast 
nationally on PBS. Over the years, Mr. Harrington has written benchmark profiles of  George H.W. 
Bush, Jesse Jackson, Carl Bernstein, and former U.S. Poet Laureate Rita Dove, as well as many in
depth articles on ordinary men and women, which have won numerous journalism awards. Many of  
the articles can be found in his books, American Profiles and At the Heart of  It. He holds Master’s degrees 
in journalism and sociology from the University of  Missouri and is a journalism professor at the 
University of  Illinois at UrbanaChampaign, where he teaches literary feature writing.



What made you write Acts of  Creation?
I was never a “handy” man. I never enjoyed working with hammers and saws. I aspired to be a writer 
and I became a writer. But from my high school years on through middle age, I knew men who loved 
working with their hands, men who were certainly as smart as I was but who loved nothing more 
than pounding nails, building decks, sawing boards. I wanted to understand what motivated them to 
pursue physical  labor in an era when most smart people want to work with words, ideas, computers, 
legal books. Fortunately, a friend of  mine was then editor of  This Old House Magazine, and he hired me 
to chase the idea. My instincts turned out to be correct. A lot more is going on in the heads of  these 
laborers than we socalled thinkers recognize.

So what does motivate fine craftsmen?
Besides the elements that motivate all of  us—the need to make a living, the desire to be in control of  our 
destinies, the yearning to do something worthwhile—I think it really comes down to the amazing and 
ineffable joy these people get in translating their ideas and concepts into actual objects that then have 
lives of  their own. The objects exist and, therefore, so do their makers. It is an extension of  a primal 
desire to live beyond our own brief  times on earth.

What was it like to be with these people as they went about making their creations?
It was a thrill, something like being at a birth. But the big rush for me was when we would sit down in 
a quiet place and talk over how they thought about and experienced their work. It was then that the 
magical and mysterious aspects of  turning ideas into objects would flow out. Really, I think a lot of  
my subjects had never seriously or thoughtfully discussed what they did or how they felt as they did it. 
Accomplished craftsmanship is supposed to be acquired with simple and laborious repetition. And it is. 
But I soon learned enough about the creative side of  the labor that I could scratch the surface of  the 
topic, and the men and the single woman among my subjects would let loose with years of  their pentup 
creative juices. For some, it was the first time they had ever acknowledged that secret joy. Yet it is the joy 
that keeps them going back at it again and again.

What can non-craftsmen learn from Acts of  Creation?
It’s very simple: creativity is creativity, no matter what the medium. There’s a wonderful book by Denise 
Sherkerjian, Uncommon Genius, about the motivations and techniques of  men and women who have won 
MacArthur Awardsthe socalled “Genius Prizes” that go to scientists, novelists, photographers, artists, 
and philosophers, the great minds of  our time. Well, the approaches that Ms. Sherkejian describes for 
these geniuses are exactly the same as the approaches used by the craftsmen in Acts of  Creation. Clarity 
of  purpose, obsessive dedication, a commitment to mastering a body of  knowledge, the yoking of  big 
ideas to small insights, ignoring naysayers. Only one craftsman has ever won a MacArthur Award, 
furnituremaker Sam Maloof. He is deceased now, and it’s an honor to include his amazing story in 
Acts of  Creation. He and all the craftsmen profiled remind us that mind, body and creativity are always 
a single piece.


